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time the NATO mission is ready to leave, the
people of Bosnia will have a much, much great-
er stake in peace than in war. That must be
all of our goals.

Once the people of Bosnia lived in peace.
Many people have forgotten that, but it wasn’t
so very long ago. It can happen again. It must
happen again. And every one of us must do
what we can to make sure that the stakes of
peace and the faces of children are uppermost
in the minds of the people of Bosnia when
the NATO mission is completed.

Sunday is International Human Rights Day,
the anniversary of the adoption by the United
Nations of the universal declaration of human
rights in 1948. For nearly 4 years the war in
Bosnia did terrible violence to the principles
of that declaration. It destroyed hundreds of
thousands of lives. It ruined countless futures.

But on this Human Rights Day, we have
something to celebrate. The war in Bosnia is
over. The peace, however, is just beginning. To-
gether, if we work hard to help it take hold,
to help it endure, on the next Human Rights
Day, the faces of Bosnia will not be the victims
of war but the beneficiaries of peace.

I am now very pleased to sign this proclama-
tion designating December 10th, 1995 as
Human Rights Day, and December 10th
through 16th as Human Rights Week. Let us
make sure that for the next year, it will be
a human rights year in Bosnia.

Thank you very much.

[At this point the President signed the proclama-
tion.]

You look at these children, and they make
you smile. They should not have to come here
to look as good as they look and to be as happy
as they are. I’m glad they’re here. I’m honored
to have such fine people strengthening the fab-
ric of America. They are very welcome here.
But the people like them who want to live at
home and raise their children to look just like
this ought to have the same rights. That’s what
this piece of paper is all about.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:42 a.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building. The
proclamation is listed in Appendix D at the end
of this volume.

Message to the Congress on Administration of Export Controls
December 5, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
In order to take additional steps with respect

to the national emergency described and de-
clared in Executive Order No. 12924 of August
19, 1994, and continued on August 15, 1995,
necessitated by the expiration of the Export Ad-
ministration Act on August 20, 1994, I hereby
report to the Congress that pursuant to section
204(b) of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(b) (‘‘the
Act’’), I have today exercised the authority grant-
ed by the Act to issue an Executive order (a
copy of which is attached) to revise the existing
procedures for processing export license applica-
tions submitted to the Department of Com-
merce.

The Executive order establishes two basic
principles for processing export license applica-
tions submitted to the Department of Com-
merce under the Act and the Regulations, or

under any renewal of, or successor to, the Ex-
port Administration Act and the Regulations.
First, all such license applications must be re-
solved or referred to me for resolution no later
than 90 calendar days after they are submitted
to the Department of Commerce. Second, the
Departments of State, Defense, and Energy, and
the Arms Control and Disarmament Agency will
have the authority to review any such license
application. In addition, the Executive order sets
forth specific procedures including intermediate
time frames, for review and resolution of such
license applications.

The Executive order is designed to make the
licensing process more efficient and transparent
for exporters while ensuring that our national
security, foreign policy, and nonproliferation in-
terests remain fully protected.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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The White House,

December 5, 1995.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on December 6. The Exec-
utive order is listed in Appendix D at the end
of this volume.

Remarks to the Committee for American Leadership in Bosnia and an
Exchange With Reporters
December 6, 1995

The President. I want to welcome this distin-
guished group of Americans to the White
House. Each of you has worked very hard
throughout your career to preserve and to
project America’s leadership around the world.
Today you have joined across partisan lines to
make a strong case for America’s leadership in
Bosnia, and I thank you for that.

I welcome the support that you and others,
including Presidents Bush and Ford, have shown
for our troops and our efforts to secure a peace
in Bosnia. All of you represent a spirit that has
helped to keep our country strong. Regardless
of party or political differences, you’ve stood
up for America’s leadership on behalf of our
interests and our values.

Many of you have been working for peace
in Bosnia since that terrible war began. Now
that the Balkan leaders have made a commit-
ment to peace, you know that we must help
that peace take hold. You understand the impor-
tance of our action and the costs of our failure
to act, something, I might add, that has been
under-discussed in the public arena in the last
few weeks. Our conscience demands that we
seize this chance to end the suffering, but our
national security interests are deeply engaged
as well.

Europe’s security is still inextricably tied to
America’s. We need a strong Europe as a strong
partner on the problems from terrorism to the
spread of weapons of mass destruction. Europe’s
stability is threatened as long as this war burns
at its center. We have to stand with the Euro-
peans on Bosnia if we’re going to stand with
them and if we expect them to stand with us,
on the whole range of other issues we clearly
are going to face together in the years ahead.

Our engagement in Bosnia is also essential
for the continued viability of NATO. All the
parties, all the parties there, asked for NATO’s

help in securing this peace. If we’re going to
be NATO’s leader, we have to be part of this
mission. If we turn our backs on Bosnia now,
our allies will do the same. The peace will fail;
the conflict could spread; the slaughter will cer-
tainly resume. NATO would be shaken at its
core. Its ability to shape a stable, undivided Eu-
rope would be thrown into doubt, and our lead-
ership in Europe and around the world would
pay a terrible, terrible price.

For 50 years, the bipartisan consensus for our
leadership in the world has been a source of
America’s progress and strength. At the dawn
of the post-cold-war era, that consensus is being
questioned. But I believe that vision and unity
are still called for.

During my recent trip to Europe, everywhere
I went and every person with whom I talked,
from people on the street to Prime Ministers,
said the very same thing: American leadership
matters; American leadership is welcome; Amer-
ican leadership is necessary. But leadership is
not a spectator sport. In Bosnia, our leadership
can make a difference between peace and war.
It demands our participation.

I have to tell you that I knew how the Euro-
pean leaders felt, and I thought I knew how
the people in the street felt. But the personal
expression of support for America’s willingness
to help broker this peace agreement in Dayton
and then to help participate in the peace mis-
sion in Bosnia was more intense, more per-
sistent, and more urgent than I had imagined,
from the Prime Minister of Great Britain to
the Prime Minister of Germany to the Prime
Minister of Spain to the Prime Minister of Ire-
land, everyone else I talked to. This is a very,
very, very important thing in terms of our rela-
tionships with Europe and what we expect in
terms of a partnership with Europe in the years
ahead.
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